The Church, a visible sign of God's presence among us
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The Church as a sacrament of the world, the visible sign of God’s presence among us, is one of the great discoveries of Vatican II.
 
These are the opening words of Fr. Gilles Routhier who facilitated a Diocesan formation session on the teachings of Vatican II and how they impact us.
 
This professor of theology at Laval University and expert on questions of Vatican II, said that we are called to be a visible sign of God’s presence in the world by our baptismal vocation. “We are called and sent; but to whom, to what, to which ministries are we sent?” He suggested we keep our eyes open to read the realities of the world.
 
Inviting participants to constantly question their pastoral actions, he said that each community has specific needs that must be answered. In one community, it could be youth ministry while in another, it may be ministry of the sick. 
 
According to Fr. Routhier, the Church needs to recognize the diversity of gifts in each and every one. We are all invited to a collaborative ministry; otherwise we would simply create a community of consumers if our initiatives were undertaken alone. “We need each other. The actions of the Church need to be carried by the entire Church who needs to recognize the diversity of ministries,” he said.
 
This recognition of the diversity of gifts and ministries will contribute to building a living Church and will even allow us to widen our circle of disciples when we  call on the services of people who are not necessarily in the pews.
 
Using an orchestra as an example, he said that priests and pastoral agents need to compare their ministry to that of an orchestra leader and not to that of a one-man band. “The orchestra leader will ‘ensure’ each musician plays his partition at the required time. This will bring about harmony and avoid disorder.”
 
Fr. Routhier also insisted on the importance of formation, companionship and spirituality. Spirituality is what distinguishes us from the business sector. “We believe in the Holy Spirit. We need to contemplate his work among us and celebrate together the work of the Spirit in the building of the Church.”
 
Fr. Gilles Routhier facilitates the session.
 

