Repairs to Cathedral to cost upwards of 7 million

              The Our Lady of the Assumption Cathedral in Moncton will need to undergo major renovations or else the structure will continue to deteriorate. The 5-year project will cost upwards of 7 million dollars.
              These renovations will ensure that the building is brought up to the provincial fire code and will repair the damage caused by water infiltration that has taken place over the years.  [image: image1.jpg]



              Details of the project are contained in a report prepared by the firm Architects Four Ltd. following a detailed inspection of the building’s condition. Close to 200 persons from throughout the diocese attended the meeting held on Sunday, November 8th, during which the report was presented. 
              In her presentation, the firm’s spokesperson, Dianne Van Dommelen, divided the project into three categories according to their urgency.  
              The most urgent item – repairs to 5 flat roofs at a cost of 35 thousand dollars – has already been completed and is no longer part of the remaining repairs to the building.  
              The work on the second part of the project must be completed within 9 months at a cost $355,000. It involves the security measures deemed necessary to bring the building up the the provincial fire code. It includes an alarm system, emergency lighting, securing the electrical room, sealing the walls, floors and ceilings around pipes and wires. 
              The third and final part of the repairs deals with the dammages caused by  water infiltrations in the roof, the windows, the stone walls and the foundation. The cost of these repairs is estimated at more than 3.5 million dollars. The cost of the staging required to complete this work is by itself nearly $500,000 : replacing the roof will be upwards of $800,000. 
              A number of other projects such as repairing the damages to the interior walls by the infiltration of water will be $400,000, brings the total cost of the project to more than 7 million dollars.
             It should be mentioned that the building is secure even if the repairs are not done immediately, but the condition of the building will continue to deteriorate and will eventually become unusable.
           In the past, parishioners of the Cathedral have paid for the building’s upkeep. However, this parish of about 300 families now finds itself incapable of continuing to find the necessary funds. Since this church is the episcopal seat, the diocese has absorbed the costs of repairing the flat roofs and the fees of the architects. 
          Participants at the information session stressed that the Cathedral is an important heritage building and suggested means to preserve it. These included a financial campaign addressed to Acadians living outside the province, knocking on both the provincial and federal government’s doors, as well as multi functional use of the building. 
          The Diocesan Economic Affairs Commission and the Parish Finance Council will meet shortly to study the report. The suggestions made at the information session will be part of their search for financial help. 
          However Bishop André Richard, c.s.c., stressed that the Diocese is not in a financial position support a project of this size. 
          If financial help is not found to cover the costs of the necessary repairs, the diocese will eventually be forced to close the building. 
