HerStory: Recovering the Women of the New Testament
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On Friday and Saturday, April 24 and 25, Dr. Fiona Black presented HerStory: Recovering the Women of the New Testament, an opportunity to be introduced or re-introduced to the often overlooked, ignored or simply downplayed characters who add such a richness to our faith and our Church.  

It is the women disciples of Jesus who represent the only unbroken witness right to the end of Jesus’ life; women were the primary witnesses to the resurrection; and it was to the women that the Risen Jesus gave the message “go and tell.”  

Dr. Black is an Associate Professor and Head of Religious Studies at Mount Allison University.  She has conducted research in the areas of Hebrew Bible/Old Testament literature, poetics, gender issues and history of interpretation, and teaches in the areas of Bible, Judaism, Gender, Sexuality and Western Religions and Film.  

This is the first time we have been fortunate enough to have Dr. Black as a facilitator on behalf of the Office of Faith Development – it will not be the last.  Her animation, knowledge and passion on rediscovering women in Scripture were apparent throughout her presentation.  

The day began by looking at women in the Jewish and Greco-Roman culture of Jesus’ time, then moved through stories of different women whom he encountered in his ministry, such as the Samaritan woman at the well and Mary Magdalene.  Time was also spent discussing the place of women in the early Church, as we encountered the women spoken of in Acts of the Apostles and the Pauline letters.  


Dr. Black will be returning to the topic of women in Scripture for the diocese in the next pastoral year as we present the women from the Old Testament.  The dates of these presentations have not yet been determined. 

