Cathedral: Financial Campaign on Hold

A firm specialized in fundraising, BNP Strategies Philanthropic Management, concludes that any decision to launch a major fundraising campaign to finance repairs at Our Lady of the Assumption Cathedral would at the present time be premature. 

 

The feasability study was presented on Monday, June 7th, to representatives of the parish and, among others,  members of the Diocesan Economic Affairs Commision. The report will now be handed over to a committee of advisers who will follow up on the recommendations and study other possible venues for the use of the building. 

 

The archdiocese had requested that this firm of consultants conduct a feasability study following the presentation of the report from Architects 4 last November. This report estimated that the costs of the repairs to the building would be upwards of $ 7 million. This figure spreads the repairs over a 5 year period. Some of these have already been completed and were financed by the archdiocese.

 

In conducting its feasability study, the firm consulted faithful from the diocese, diocesan institutions, the general public and the business sector to determine if the time is ripe to undertake a major financial campaign.

 

In its report, the firm suggests that any decision on a financial campaign should be postponed for at least a year and recommends a number of initiatives that should be undertaken, in the meantime, to guarantee its success if and when it is launched.  According to BNP Strategies Philanthropic Management, a campaign would fail to reach its objective if it were launched now.

 

To guarantee the security of the staff and the public, the archdiocese has moved forward and financed the meaures necessary to comply with the security code. These measures deal with exit signs and panic bars on the doors leading outside. The measures will be limited to the floor where religious ceremonies are held. 

 

The basement will however be closed until a final decision is made on the future of the building. This decision will allow the archdiocese to avoid additional costs that would be incured by installing the necessary security measures in this part of the building. 

 

It should be noted that the use of the building does not in any way compromise the public’s safety: the building itself is safe. The measures being put in place are done so as to bring the building up to the standards of the security code. 

