A New Pastoral Year Begins

 A reflection on ministries and pastoral priorities launched the new diocesan pastoral year. This two-day event unfolded simultaneously: a session for the English deanery took place at Holy Family Church in Moncton, while another for the French deaneries was held at Notre Centre in Grand Digue.


Carol Kuzmochka facilitates a session on pastoral priorities.


During the first day, more than 160 participants reflected on lay ministries in the post-counciliar Church, from a Canon Law perspective. Canonist Anne Asselin from the Faculty of Canon Law at Saint Paul Univesity in Ottawa facilitated the session for both linguistic communities.


The Director of the Centre for Ministry Formation, Carol Kuzmochka, and the Associate Director, Father Luc Tardif, o.m.i., facilitated, in their respective language, the second day which dealt with the steps a pastoral unit should take to define its pastoral priorities. 
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Canonist Anne Asselin started out by explaining the historical evolution of laity in the pre-counciliar Church. She continued by saying that all societies need to have a legal structure to avoid chaos, but added that “laws are at our service”. 


Moving onto Vatican II, she said that the aim of this council was to return to the roots of early Church. Laity would be more predominant: we are the people of God, equality among the baptized and our common baptismal vocation. This return to the early Church brought about a revision of the first edition of Canon Law published in 1917 and which gave laiety little attention. The revised 1983 edition defines their rights and obligations. 


On collaborative ministry and complementary ministries, Asselin added that lay persons are not called to replace the priest, but “to be something else, not something less”.


The facilitators for the sessions on pastoral priorities used as a starting point the themes of the earlier formation sessions that dealt with mission, vision and collaborative ministry. 


Carol Kuzmochka invited participants to “think outside the box”. She explained that decision making can be rather easy (linear change) but that very often, the issues are more difficult to resolve (complex changes). She insisted on the need to define a common project, to describe the changes necessary to bring it to fruition and to determine what conversation needs to take place and with whom to make the project happen. 
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With the francophone group, Father Tardif invited each pastoral unit to describe its commitment for the new pastoral year. He described the attitudes that are necessary to avoid a dysfunctional atmosphere, the criteria that are required in order to have a living community and the movements that will lead to the development of a pastoral project.


The members of each pastoral unit undertook during these sessions will continue in their respective units.

