Diocesan Priests hold day of reflection 

on Reconciliation and pastoral planning
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Some thirty diocesan priests recently answered Bishop André Richard’s invitation to take part in a day long day of reflection on the sacrament of Reconciliation and on pastoral planning.
 
Facilitated by the Bishop Richard, c.s.c.,  the morning session was focused on community celebrations of the sacrament of Reconciliation with individual absolution. The archdiocese thus follows a directive from the Congregation for the sacraments and the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
 
Bishop Richard explained the different steps that eventually led to this decision after which Father Ulysse LeBlanc, c.s.c., gave a picture of reconciliation as seen in the Gospels. 
 
During the exchanges that followed the presentations, the diocesan priests shared their concerns and made suggestions. One of these dealt is the catechesis that is necessary to allow a smooth transition from the practice of general to individual absolution.
 

 
The afternoon session dealt with pastoral planning in light of the diminishing number of priests in the diocese as well as the financial situation of some parishes. 
 
This session, facilitated by the Diocesan Pastoral Coordinator, Donald Langis, helped identify possible avenues and steps to be taken to guarantee the future of our diocesan church. 
 
Among the points brought up by the priests were the need for a more practical approach to laity formation, the recruiting of priests from outside the diocese, the ordination of deacons and the creation of a committee made up of priests and laity to study future diocesan needs.
